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Celebrating Verdugo’s Success from the Heart 
 

 
(GLENDALE, CA – December 15, 2008) – The festive holiday spirit filled the air as 
friends and supporters of Verdugo Hills Hospital (VHH) and Foundation gathered to 
celebrate yet another successful fundraising year for the community hospital and give 
thanks to the heartfelt efforts of the Women’s Council during the Council’s Christmas 
Luncheon on December 11 at the Athenaeum in Pasadena.  
 
As part of the celebration, the Women’s Council presented a check in the amount of 
$138,350 to VHH, which was accepted by Hospital President and CEO Len LaBella and 
Rich Harris, Chair of the Foundation Board. The funds will be used toward the purchase 
of telemetry and pediatric equipment for the Emergency Department, which continues to 
be an approved provider of emergency treatment for pediatric patients. The funds were 
raised at VHH’s annual fundraising gala, The Main Event, in November.  
 
“The VHH Foundation’s Women's Council has been the heart and soul of the fund-
raising activity for our local community hospital since its inception in 1973,” said 
Richard Harris, Chair of the VHH Foundation Board. “They have committed themselves 
to working tirelessly to raise money for the program and equipment needs of our hospital. 
We are so grateful for their efforts again this past year in raising money for the upgrade 
of computer equipment in our Emergency Department. They are amazing and the 
Foundation Board extends our congratulations on another successful year!” 
 
Chris Mason, Chair of the Women’s Council, said it has been a pleasure to work with the 
“wonderful and giving women” of the Women’s Council. “We were able to raise funds 
for the Hospital and at the same time raise friends and have fun while doing so. I greatly 
admire the hard work put forth by our members and this is why all of the 2008 events 
were very successful. What a wonderful year! I can't wait to see what our members are 
able to do for the Hospital in 2009!” 
 
The holiday luncheon also included the installation of the 2009 Women’s Council Board 
of Directors. Mary Reichley, Fundraising and Sponsorship Co-Chair of the Women’s 
Council, thanked the 2008 Women's Council Board of Directors and installed the 2009 
Board. Mary said to this group of outstanding women. “Thank you for serving on the 
Women's Council Board for the past year,” she said. “We look forward to another 



successful year in 2009. The best and most beautiful things in the world cannot be seen or 
touched, but are felt in the heart. For the priceless gift of yourselves - thank you for a job 
well done.” 
 
Ruth McNevin, Chair-Elect of the Women’s Council said: “Verdugo Hills Hospital is a 
valuable asset to our community.  The Women's Council has dedicated 35 years and 
donated more than 3 million dollars to keep this facility open and available: only five 
minutes away. I am honored and committed to fulfilling our mission so that my family, 
friends and community members will have access to this valued service.” 
 
 
The 2009 Women’s Council Board of Directors is: 
 
Chair                                                   Ruth McNevin 
Chair Elect                                          Suzonne Slaughter 
Fundraising Chair                               Betty Hurn, Kate Kaneko, Mary Reichley* 
Membership Chair                              Marie Hansen, Sharon Harker, Jean Woody* 
Program Chair                                    Eileen Akers, Irene Mueller, Sue Wilder* 
Corresponding Chair                          Virginia Clegg, Loretta Levy 
Treasurer/Finance                               Betty Hurn 
Forum                                                 Kate Kaneko.Betty Hurn 
Publicity/Historian                             Chris Mason,* Mary Reichley 
Sponsorship/Donation Chair              Mary Reichley 
Special Event Chair                            Suzonne Slaughter,* Eileen Akers 
Members-At-Large                            JanBeyer, SharonCombs, JackieGenofile,  Margaret 
     Gray, Pauline Hendricks, Randy Alejo- Medina,  
     SusanO'Toole, Teri Rice, Chris Rothrock, Cindy  
                Sawyer, Joy Wang 
Nominating Resource Chair              Chris Mason  
Nominating Resource Committee      Marie Hansen, Betty Hurn, Kate Kaneko, Ruth                                       
                                                 McNevin,Mary Reichley,  Suzonne Slaughter,       
                           Sue Wilder 

*Liaison with the Foundation staff:  

 

The Women’s Council would also like to thank the following Main Event sponsors and 
donors for their support: Gordon and Dona Crawford; Warner Bros. Home Entertainment 
Group / Kevin Tsujihara; Technicolor, Inc./ David Elliott; Foothills Emergency 
Physicians Group: Drs. Leo Berkenbile, Armand Dorian, Ted Hackett & David Tashman; 
HealthCare Partners / Physician Associates; Sam and Darla Longo; Dr. Ashok and Laurie 
Sharma; Gene and Mindy Stein; Dr. William and Vivien Foran; Jeff and Barbara Blake; 
Rich and Debbie Harris / Caltech Employees Federal Credit Union; Dr. Jeffrey Nilles; 
Michael and Maureen Thomas / Thomas and Thomas, LLP; Sam and Kate Kaneko; Rod 
and Robin Dorman / Robin Dorman Design Concepts; Ray and Sandi Sterling; George 
and Annsley Strong; David and Roz Hilton; Dr. James and Judy Roach; Dr. Giovanni and 



Annmarie Smith; Michael and Georgia Hamilton; Dr. Chandnish Ahluwalia; John and 
Jennifer Berger; George and Patti Koide; Dr. Thomas and Cindy Sawyer; Dr. and Mrs. 
Patrick J. Wade; Bruce White / Clifford Swan Investment Counsel; Jackie Genofile; 
Anthony and Savonia Angelica / Linear Industries; The John Argue Family; Dr. Jerold 
and Dorothy Beeve; Dr. Steven and Sandy Hartford; Betty Hurn; Charles and Christine 
Mason; Peter and Sharron Nelson; Marilyn Pieroni; Elizabeth Redmond; Paul and Mary 
Reichley; Steve and Sue Wilder; Duane Waters Family; Tom and Pauline Hendricks; 
Loretta Levy; Dr. William and Lani Reynolds; Lee and Chris Rothrock; Randy and 
Suzonne Slaughter; Obstetrics & Gynecology Medical Group of Verdugo Hills – Drs. 
Joseph Mutch, Terre Osterkamp, Sharon Nelson & Ronald Woodard; Orthopaedic and 
Sports Surgeons of the Foothills - Drs. John Osterkamp, Stephen Owens, Kenneth Head 
& Loren Geller; Verdugo Hills Anesthesia Medical Group: Drs. Alexandria Darras, 
Mona Eremita, Gary Gilbert, Edward Hahn, Karen McIlvena, Leonid Perez & Anu 
Singhal; Wiley Barner / Horizon Health; Sam Cargill / Aon Corporation; John Genovese 
/ Arthur J. Gallagher & Co.; Len LaBella / Verdugo Hills Hospital; Darrell and Sarah 
Spence; William and Susan Baribault; Janet Lee Hamilton; Mel and Cindy Trousdale; 
Charles and Phyllis Baca; Gail Balocca; Seth and Barbara Chase; Drs. Jane and Morton 
Woolley; Dr. Michael Stark; Fred and Margaret Gray; Jack and Sharon Harker; Thomas 
Johnson; John and Gale Musker; David and Ellen Walley; Gus Barakat; Verity Family; 
Charlie Plowman / La Cañada Flintridge Outlook; Pasadena Magazine; and Rusnak 
Jaguar and Bentley, Pasadena. 

 
The Women’s Council would like to thank the following attendees for their support: 
Paula Acosta; Ignacio Acosta, M.D.; Eileen Akers; Robert Akers; Madeleine Alcala; 
Elaine Alexander; Rosanna Allen; Bill Allen, M.D.; Andrew Arizmendi; Liz Rusnak-
Arizmendi; Ceci Arizmendi; Mike Arizmendi; Brooke Avoyer; Charles Baca; Phyllis 
Baca; Molly Bachmann; Peter Bachmann; Betsy Bazdarich; Michael Bazdarich; Jennifer 
Berger; John Berger; Toni Bird; Greg Bozzani; Laurie Bozzani; Lindsey Bozzani; Rich 
Brent; Debbie Brown; Todd Brown; Beth Berndt; Dennis Berndt; Claudia Cann; Michael 
Cann, M.D.; Toni Carabello; Vince Carabello; Jennifer Cargill; Sam Cargill; Virginia 
Clegg; Bob Cooper; Julia Cooper; John Cordova; Rio Cordova; Dave Crandon; Phyllis 
Crandon; Dona Crawford; Alex DeFaria; Chris DeFaria; Lou DeVita; Chris Dillavou; 
Aslin Dorian; Armand Dorian, M.D.; Robin Dorman; Rod Dorman; Greg Dyro; David 
Elliott; Kathy Elliott; Haitham Fakhoury; Molly Fakhoury; Vivien Foran; William Foran, 
M.D.; Devinder Gandhi, M.D.; Diane Garretson; Ron Garretson; Jackie Genofile; John 
Genovese; Naomi Hackett; Ted Hackett, M.D.; Herb Hansen; Marie Hansen; Jack 
Harker; Sharon Harker; Debbie Harris; Rich Harris; Sharon Harwood; Cindy Hawkins; 
Tom Hawkins; Nina Hernandez; David Hilton; Roz Hilton; Betty Hurn; Ed Illig; 
Marjorie Illig; Dennis Ito; Tina Ito; Anna Jones; Ross Jones; Jeff Junge; Nobi Junge; 
Kate Kaneko; Margaret Kean; Charlie Kenny; Dawn Keshishian; Ara Keshishian, M.D.; 
Gail King; Karen Kneuven; Doron Kochavi; Phyllis Kochavi; Len LaBella; Lynn 
LaBella; Bob Lang; Paulette Lang; Loretta Levy; Dottie Longo; Sam Longo; Rianne 
MacInnes; Nancy Manley; Lynda Marsolek; Mike Marsolek; Brent Mason; Charlie 
Mason; Chris Mason; Leah Mason; Joyce McNaughton; Kevin McNaughton; Kathy 
McNeese; Ruth McNevin; Karen Mikaelian; Pam Muller; Andrew Muller, M.D.; Terri 
Mutch; Joseph Mutch, M.D.; Nitin Nanda, M.D.; Peter Nelson; Sharron Nelson; John 



Osterkamp, M.D.; Terre Osterkamp, M.D.; Mary Pinola; Carl Raggio; Lynne Raggio; 
Mary Raggio; Carl Raggio, III; Mary Reichley; Paul Reichley; Allyson Reynolds; Lani 
Reynolds; Shauna Reynolds; Todd Reynolds; Brandon Reynolds, M.D.; William 
Reynolds, M.D.; Gary Rice; Teri Rice; Judy Roach; James Roach, M.D.; Chris Rothrock; 
Lee Rothrock; David Sagal; McNally Sagal; Bill Schubert, M.D.; Dinaz Shroff; Vince 
Shroff; Randy Slaughter; Suzonne Slaughter; Annmarie Smith; Jeff Smith; Joy Smith; 
Wayne Smith; Giovanni Smith, M.D.; Michelle Sparks; Gene Stein; Mindy Stein; Ray 
Sterling; Sandi Sterling; Kay Stoever; Tom Stoever; Alexis Strong; Annsley Strong; 
Geordy Strong; George Strong; Meredith Strong; Mark Sullivan; David Tashman, M.D.; 
Linda Sevilla-Tashman, M.D.; Fay Therrien; John Therrien; Bryan Thomas; Courtney 
Thomas; Maureen Thomas; Michael Thomas; Cindy Trousdale; Mel Trousdale; Kevin 
Tsujihara; Sandy Tsujihara; Gloria Vessadini; Brad Weirick; Clarissa Weirick; Bill 
Wells; Jane Wells; Paul Westmoreland; Brian White; Steve Wilder; Sue Wilder; Robyn 
Wilkes; Scott Wilkes; Lee Young; Cynthia Yu; Gregory Yu, M.D.; Bob Zaun; Cherie 
Zaun.  
 
 
About the Hospital: 
Verdugo Hills Hospital is a 158-bed nonprofit primary care facility nestled in the 
foothills between Glendale and La Cañada Flintridge. Hospital features include 
emergency services, comprehensive inpatient and outpatient diagnostic and treatment 
facilities, and a family birthing center. It is the only independent, free-standing hospital in 
the greater Foothills community and was voted “Foothills’ Best Hospital” for 2008 by 
readers of the Glendale News-Press for the fifth consecutive year. For more information, 
please visit www.vhhospital.org. For more information about funding initiatives or to 
support the hospital, please call the Foundation at 818.952.2226.  
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